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‘fSUBJECT‘- QUESTIONNAIRE O\ IMPORT LICENSING PROOEDURE

1. 4T ITS MEETTNGS OF'15 AD 16 VARCH, THE CROVP 0N LICENSTNG OF T COMITTEE
ON TRADE IN INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS PREPARED THE ANNEXED QUESTIONNALRE ON IMPORT
LICENSING PROCEDURES TO BE SENT TO ALL CONTRACTING PARTIES. 1y
ey
2, R,EPLIES TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE ARE'EXPECTED BY 15 MAY §’ND THE GROUP INSTRUGTRD. -
‘IEE SECRENABLAT 10 PREPARR AND CIRCULATE THE REPLIES LN A DONSOLIDAFZD FORI BT

THE FERGT VEEK OF JUNE. | % A
GR

3. IT IS PLANNED TO HOLD THE NEXT MEETING OF IN THE EARLY-‘SBARTW'(.)F:;&

JULY.

THE QUESTION WHETHER THE QUESTIONNAIRE PLIES TO PRODUCTS IN CHAPTERS'I- -

Oﬁ @HE 'BRUSSELS TARIFF NOMENCLATURE HiS NOT(BEEY. DECIDED. - REGARDLESS * OF, THE. -

QUTCOME OF THE DISCUSSION OF THAT POINT, IT AGREED THAT THE QUESTIGNNAIRE

COVERS .PRODUCTS IN CHAPTERS 25-99 OF THE BTN AND REFERS TO ALL FORMS OF LICENSLNG

AND * STMILAR “ADMINISTRATIVE: PROCEDURES, WHETHER INTENDED IO HAVE A RESTRICTLVE
3;EFFECT OR NOT AND WHLTHER OR VOT COWSISTENT WLTH THE PROVISIONS OF GAlT. |

R THE QU‘ESTIONNAIRE WILL ALSO QI/SSUED AS DOCUMENT L/3515
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QQ§§EIONNAIRE ON_IMPORT LICENSING PROCEDURE

The preseont questionnaire is designed to elicit information on import licensing
and sinilar edministrative proceduresl maintained in and applied to the customs
territories to which GATT applies. If different procedures or methods of licensing
or similar administrative procedures are applied to different categories of products
or to different countries of supply or different modes of importation, they should be
separately described in respect of each question as relevant.

Outline of systems

1. Give a brief description of each licensing eystem as a whole end, with respect
to each, reply to the following questions as relevant, placing all of the material
with respect to a given system in sequence together, and using oross references as
appropriate when elements which have alrsady been described are also present in
another system.

@ cove of t .cens

2, Identify each licensing system maintained and state what products, appropriately
grouped, are covered.

3, The system applies to goods originating in and coming from which countries?

e Is the licensing intended to restrict the quantity or value of imports, and if
not, what are its purposes? Have alternative methods of accomplishing the purposes
been considered and if so which? Why have they not been adopted?

5. Cite the law, regulation and/or administrative order under which the licensing
is maintained, Is, the licensing statutorily required? , Does the legislation leave
designation of products to be subjected to licensing to administrative discretion?
Is it possible for the Government (or the executive branch) to abolish the system
without legislative approval?

. 1Similar prbcedures'are understood to intlude technical visas, surveiilanqe .
systems, minimum price arrangements, and other administrative reviews effected as a
prior condition for entry of imports. ’



6. For products under restriction as to the quéntity or value of imports
(whether applicable globally or to a limited number of countries or whether
established bilaterally or unilaterally):

(a) Is information published, and where, concerning allocation of quotas
and formalities of filing applications for licences? If not, how is
it brought to the attention of possible importers? Of governments
and export promotion bodies of exporting countries and their trade
representative? Is the overall amount published? The amount allocated

f to goods from each country? The maximum amo located to each
importer?
(b) How is the size of the quotas determined: a yearly, six-monthly

on a yearly basis but licences are iss or imports on a six-monthly
or quarterly basis? In the latter case it necessary for importers
to apply for fresh licence on a sif-monthly or quarterly basis?

or quarterly basis? Are there cases whhe size of quota is determined

(c) Are licences allotted for certain gdods partly or only to domestic
producers of like goods? What steps are taken to ensure that licences
allocated are actually used for imports? Are unused allocations added
to quotas for a succeeding period? Are the names of importers to whom
licences have been allocgied made known to governments and export

promotion bodies. of exp countries upon request? If not, for what
reason? (Indicate prqduc o which replies relate.)

(d) From the time of .-‘i}-cing the opening of quotas, as indicated in (a)
above, what is the dgriod of time allowed for the submission of ,
applications fordicences?

(e) What are the m@n and maximum lengths of time for processing

applicatio

(f) How mueh tZZZ*!emains, at a minimum, between the granting of licences and
the date of opening of the period of importation? :

(g) 1Is consideration of licence applications effected by a single
administrative organ? Or must the application be passed on to other
organs for visa note or approval? Ifso, which? Does the importer have
to approach more than one administrative organ?

(h) If the demand for licences cannot be fully satisfied, on what basis is
the allocation to applicants made? First come, first served? Past
performance? Is there a maximum amount to be allocated per applicant
and if so on what basis is it determined? What provision is made for
new importers? Are applications examined simultaneously or on
receipt?
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(i) In the casc of bilateral quotes or export restraint arrangements, vwhere
cxport permits arce issucd by cxporting countrics, arc import licenccs
else requircd? If so, are licenccs issued auvomatically?

In cascs where inports are allowed on the basis of export permits only,
hov i1s the imperting country informed of the cffect given by the exporting
country to thie understanding betwecn the two countries?
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(k) Arc therc products for which licences arc issued on condition that goods
should be cxported and not sold in the domestic markcet?

7o Where there is no quantitoevive limit on importation of = product or on imports
from a particular country:

(2) Ho far in advancc of importation iust application for a licence be
made? Can licences be obtained within a shorter tine-limit or for
goods arriving at thc port without a liccncec (for example, oving to
inadvertency)?

(b) Cean a licencc be granted imncediatcly on request?

(c) Arc there any linitetions as to the period of the year during vhich
application for licence and/or inporiation moy be made? If so, oxplain,

(d) 1Is consideration of licencc applications effccted by a single adninis-
trative organ? Or must the spplication be possed on to other organs for
visa, note or epproval? If so, which? Does the importer have to
approach morc than'onec adninistrative organ?

8. Under what circumstances may an application for a licence be rcfused other
than failurc to mect the ordinary criteria? are the rcasons for any refusal given
to the applicant? Have applicants a right of cppeal in the event of rofusal to
issue a licence, and if so to what bodies and under what procedurss?

-

Bligibility of irmporters to apply for liccnce

9. Are all persons, firms and institutions cligible to apply for licences:

(2) Under restrictive licensing systons?

(b) Urder non restrictive systems?
If not, is therc a system of rcgistration of persons or firms permitted to engage
in importation? Whet persons or firms arc eligible? Is there a registration fec?
Is there a publishcd list of authorized importers?



Docunientational and other reguircments for application of licence

10. What information is recuired in applications? Subnit a sample form. Whatb
documcnis is the importer roquired to supply with the application.

11, What documents arc recuircd upon actual importation?
q

12, Is there eny licensing fee or adninistrative charge? If so, what is the
amount of the fec or charge?

2. Is thorc any deposit or advance payment rcquixemnt associated with the issue
of licences? If so, statc the amount or rate, whether it is refundable, the period
of rctention and the purposc of the requiremen§<:zz

Conditions of licensing
14, Vhat is the poriod of validity of a li$:;:2? Cen the valldity of a licence
be extonded? How?

15, Is therc eny penalty for the non-uthfzation of a licence or a portion of a
licence?

e -
16. Arc liccnces transfereble betwech importers? If so, are any linmitations or
conditions attached tc such trgnsfer?

o4

17. Arc any other conditions ched to the issue of a licence:

(2) for products s '::%‘to guantitative restriction?
(b) for products noUN\subjecct to quantitative restriction?
Other. procedural ro sg_rzo_s_

18, Arc there ghy opher administrative procedures, apart from import licensing
and siniler adniWN ative procedures, required prior to importation?

19. TIs foreign cxchange autconatically provided by the banking authorities for
goods to bc importcd? Is a licence required as a condition to obtaining foreign
exchange? Is foreign cxchange always available to cover licences issucd? What
formalities must be fulfilled for obtaining the forcign exchange?



